
Call For Proposals 2022
The Organising Committee for the 24th Symposium of Australian Gastronomy
invites proposals for probing and thought-provoking presentations with the theme:

“Reclaiming Happiness: The Epicurean Garden,
Simple Pleasures and a Sustainable Future." 

The 24th Symposium of Australian Gastronomy is to be held from the 8-11 May 2022 
in Bendigo, Australia’s first UNESCO Creative City of Gastronomy, on Dja Dja 
Wurrung Country. This year’s themes – the Epicurean Garden, Simple Pleasures 
and a Sustainable Future – invites explorations on happiness, community and the 
future in a gastronomic context. Incorporating the Aboriginal concept of the six 
seasons of sustainability, it will also provide opportunities to explore the fields of 
fermentation and preservation, exemplifying cultural traditions around seasonal 
foods and sustainable approaches to nutrition.
 
The symposium aims to explore these themes by addressing questions such as (but 
not limited to): 
How might the garden be the site of a new gastronomic imaginary of simple 
sustenance and friendship? What lessons can be learned from time spent in the 
garden, the kitchen and at the table? What modes of happiness are best pursued for 
the greater good? How can gastronomy in the 21st century cultivate a mindset that 
can help us collectively navigate the climate crisis? What forms of gastronomic 
knowledge and practice have been undervalued? How can simple food pleasures 
contribute to a sustainable future? How can we create greater gastronomic justice 
(meaning happiness and pleasure for all members of society), today and in the 
future?
 
To help us unpack these ideas and questions, we are pleased to be joined by special 
guest and keynote speaker Luke Slattery, award-winning author and journalist, who 
will be speaking to his book Reclaiming Epicurus (Penguin, 2012).
 
We welcome proposals for original presentations relating to the themes from artists, 
chefs, educators, enthusiasts, farmers, industry, producers, scholars and writers 
across the disciplines of gastronomy, sciences, arts and humanities.There are 
opportunities to present in a variety of formats: papers, performances, 
demonstrations, workshops, poetry, prose and art, with access to professional 
kitchen and bakehouse areas for practical presentations on a dedicated industry day. 
 
Presentations will be 20 minutes in duration followed by 10 minutes for questions. 
The papers will be published digitally prior to the symposium (in written, video or 
visual format) and made available to participants. 
Please send an abstract of your proposal (max. 250 words) with a short biography of 



presenter/s (max 150 words) by 30 November 2021 to ausgastronomy@gmail.com.
Please note that the Symposium is a ticketed event and all presenters must register 
to attend.

ABSTRACT: 250 words max
BIO: 150 words max
EMAIL: ausgastronomy@gmail.com
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: 30 November 2021 (early submissions are encouraged)

Please share the call with your networks of gastronomy enthusiasts and 
professionals. Thank you!


